SUVARNADVIPA                           85

well-known work of this class is Malat It is as voluminous
as the Ramayana, and forms the source of all later Javanese
and Malayan works of the Pauji-cycle. Among other Javanese
Paiiji-works may be mentioned : Mantri Wadak, Menur Wills,
Misa G-agang, Smaravedana, Undakan Pangnis, Wangbang
Wideha, Waseng, Purusadasanta, Ajar Pikatan, Smaravijaya,
Bangdang Petak and Dangdang Hireng.

The crown prince of Kahuripan, the hero of this cycle of
legends, is known by various names. He is represented as a
wonderful stranger and a young lover wandering about on
horseback in search of his lost beloved, Candra Kira^a of
Daha. He is an enigmatic and shadowy figure, and his
character is full of contradictions. On the one hand he is a
sentimental lover, almost on the verge of madness for his long
lost beloved, but, on the other, he is fully alive to the charms of
other women and only too eager and unscrupulous in gaining
them. He changes his name and form, gets involved in
endless complications, and plays his r61e sometimes among
men in the earth and sometimes among gods in heaven.

There are good many versions of this story in Javanese and
Malayan literature, and quite a large number of texts on this
subject. The story is also widely spread all over Indonesia,
viz., Java, Sumatra, Bali, Lornbok, Borneo, Celebes, and also
Malay Peninsula and Indo-China. The PaSji legends also serve
as the subject-matter for Wajang Gedog and Topeng Dalang.
All these invest the Paftji literature with a special interest, and
there has been much speculation about the nature and origin
of this cycle of legends.

At the first glance, one would not be inclined to invest the
stories with any historical character, inasmuch as the scene is
laid in the kingdom of Medang, Janggala, and Majapahit, three
kingdoms which came into existence at long intervals and never
flourished side by side. But the scholars like Van der Tuuk,
Kern, and Rouffaer were of opinion that in spite of this seeming
contradiction a historical character forms the nucleus of this
voluminous mass of legends. Recently Poerbatjaraka has